
Common Problems and the Gospel – Appendix 2

(from Give Them Grace by Elyse M. Fitzpatrick & Jessica Thompson)


In the charts on the following pages you’ll find eight common problems that parents face. We have given 
you a way to respond to each problem with Management, Nurturing, Training, Correcting and 
remembering the Promises of the gospel—MNTCP. These examples are meant to aid you in 
understanding how the gospel informs and transforms responses to the typical difficulties parents face 
every day. They are not meant to be memorized, as though they could answer every problem perfectly. 
They are just there so you can begin to understand the concepts we have presented throughout this 
book in a more concrete way. As we have said before, don’t try to apply every one, every time. This isn’t 
a formula; it’s a way of thinking. Please remember also that one of the most important responses, when 
you’re faced with a greedy, complaining, or lazy child, is to pray that the Holy Spirit will help you and 
your kids to see how the work of Jesus Christ applies. Remember, we are relying on his grace and not 
on our abilities to transform our kids. 


1. LYING

2. BLAME SHIFTING, MAKING EXCUSES

3. DISOBEYING

4. PROVOKING OTHERS

5. FIGHTING/ANGER

6. COMPLAINING

7. TALKING BACK

8. LAZINESS




1. LYING  

Management or Oversight (Gen. 31:34–35, Ex. 20:16, Josh. 7:1, 20, Acts 5:1–11, Eph. 4:25) 

Basic instructions for daily living: “Lying is against God’s law. Please tell me the truth about what 
happened right now.”


Gospel Nurturing (Zech. 13:1, Col. 3:3) 

Feeding her soul with grace: “I see that you are afraid of being disciplined for what you just did. But lying 
is only going to make this situation worse for you. If you believe, Christ covered your sin with his death 
so that you wouldn’t have to try to cover it and lie about what you have done.”


Gospel Training (Isa. 53:9, Matt. 26:57–65, 1 John 1:9) 

What Jesus has done: “When Jesus was brought before the judges before he was crucified, they gave 
him a chance to lie about who he was. If he had lied and said that he wasn’t God, they wouldn’t have 
hurt him. The Bible tells us that Jesus was sad that he was going to be punished not just by the judges 
but by God. He was punished by God for your sin. If he had lied, then he would not have been crucified, 
and he could not have paid for your sin and taken your punishment on the cross. But he didn’t lie, and 
because he didn’t lie you can have the courage to be honest and tell me what happened.”


Gospel Correction (Ps. 32:5, Prov. 28:13) 

Correcting her when she doubts or forgets: “Right now, you’re acting like Jesus’s taking your eternal 
punishment isn’t enough for you. You must remember that you don’t have to hide your sin anymore. The 
cross tells me that you and I are both terrible sinners and that God himself had to die to pay for our sin. 
So please be honest with me about what you did. I already know that you sin; I sin too. But the Bible 
tells us that if we confess our sin, we are promised mercy.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Genesis 3, Matt. 27:11–13, John 2:24; 3:16-18; 8:24, Acts 16:31, Rom. 
3:23–24, 4:22–25, 1 Cor. 4:5, Heb. 4:13, Rev. 2:23) 

If she isn’t a Christian: “I can see that you are afraid of being disciplined and that you don’t want to be 
honest about what you have done. You think that lying will stop you from being punished. There is no 
way for me to know the truth right now because I can’t force you to tell the truth. I can’t see what really 
happened. You can hide from me and lie, and I won’t know. But please hear me: God can see, and he 
knows. Even though you might not be punished here and now, you will receive punishment for every sin 
you’ve ever committed from the most powerful one of all. You will eventually have to be punished for 
your sin. But you can turn to Jesus, the one who took your eternal punishment, today.”


If she is a Christian: “Jesus Christ has paid the price for your sin of lying, He has also paid the price for 
whatever sin you’re trying to cover up right now. The Bible calls the Devil ‘The Father of Lies.’Do you 
know what was the first lie that Satan told? He convinced Adam and Eve that God’s love wasn’t enough 
for them. He convinced them that they needed more than God’s love. Please know that every lie you tell 
is saying the same thing. You lie because you want to hide your sin; you don’t want to be punished. But 
if you are in him, he has already taken the eternal punishment for you because of his love. You don’t 
have to hide your sin; you are already hidden in him. Jesus Christ was courageous and bold when faced 
with the decision to lie and get out of punishment or to tell the truth and be killed. He told the truth 
because of his never-ending love for you. Right now he is praying for you to tell the truth. He has given 
you the Holy Spirit to give you the courage and grace to tell the truth.”




2. BLAME SHIFTING, MAKING EXCUSES 

Management or Oversight (Gen. 3:11–13, 4:9, 1 Sam. 15:20–21, Prov. 19:3, James 1:13–15) 

Basic instructions for daily living: “Please don’t make any more excuses or blame your sin on anybody 
else right now.”


Gospel Nurturing (1 John 1:8–10) 

Feeding his soul with grace: “I know that it can be hard to admit that you sinned. I struggle with that sin 
also. But your sin is nobody’s fault but yours. The good news is Jesus paid for every sin, if you believe. 
And you don’t have to make excuses anymore. Please just accept what he has already done for you.”


Gospel Training (Rom. 6:4–6, 12, 19) 

What Jesus has done: “Jesus has paid for your sin by his death on the cross. He also lived a perfect life 
in your place, so now you don’t have to pretend you are perfect anymore. What Jesus has done for you 
tells us both that you are not perfect, but he loves you anyway.”


Gospel Correction (2 Cor. 7:1)

Correcting him when he doubts or forgets: “Right now you’re acting like what Jesus has done for you 
isn’t enough. You’re acting like your reputation is all that matters. You know that even if everybody 
thought you were perfect and that nothing was your fault, it wouldn’t make you happy. Here is the good 
news: God has given you and me Jesus Christ’s reputation. He has given you his record of always doing 
what is right. So you don’t have to try to make me think you always do what is right. Please stop making 
excuses and be honest about your sin and about who you are. The truth is you are more sinful than you 
can ever know, but you are also more loved than you could ever imagine.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Eccles. 11:9, Matt. 12:36, Rom. 14:12, Gal. 3:11, Titus 3:4–7) 

If he isn’t a Christian: “I understand why you are trying to justify yourself and what you have done. It is 
because what others think of you and what you think of yourself are all that matters. When you stand 
before God, you will not be able to make any excuse that will fix how you have lived. But you can turn to 
him today.”


If he is a Christian: “Do you know what the word justified means? It means that God sees you just as if 
you had never sinned. He sees you the way you are trying to get me to see you right now. But that isn’t 
all: he also looks at you just as if you always obeyed. Can you believe that? His amazing love for you 
caused him to send Jesus Christ to earth and to live a perfect life and take your punishment so that you 
will be justified before him. You don’t have to blame your sin on anybody else. You don’t have to make 
excuses for what you have done. All you have to do is remember what he has done for you and freely 
admit you need his record. You need him to live and die for you. You need him to do it all for you, and if 
you truly believe, he has.”




3. DISOBEYING 

Management or Oversight (Ex. 20:12, Eph. 6:1)

Basic instructions for daily living: “Right now you need to do what I am asking. Please stop what you are 
doing and do what I have told you to do.”


Gospel Nurturing (Luke 22:42, James 4:6, 1 Pet. 5:5)

Feeding her soul with grace: “I can see that you want to do your own thing right now. I see that what I 
have asked you to do is not important. I understand wanting my own way. But Christ will give you grace 
to help you obey even though you don’t want to. He understands obeying even when it is hard. Please 
ask him to help you obey now and remember that he always obeyed perfectly in your place.”


Gospel Training (Heb. 5:7-10, 10:5-10)

What Jesus has done: “Jesus obeyed in the most difficult circumstances; he did this because he loves 
you, and because he wants to pour his love out on you. Now, because he obeyed perfectly, you can ask 
him to help you obey. He understands what it is like to have to do something difficult.”


Gospel Correction (Phil. 2:1–11 Heb. 12:1–3) 

Correcting him when she doubts or forgets: “When you disobey, you are saying that what you want is 
more important than anything else. You have forgotten the most important thing of all: Jesus Christ was 
obedient unto death for the joy set before him. Do you know what that joy was? The joy that was set 
before him was redeeming you. Please see and know this love. His obedience is the most beautiful, 
important, satisfying thing in the world. As you lift your eyes to his obedience, you will be able to obey.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Gen. 6:5, Luke 2:52, Rom. 13:1, Phil. 2:10–11, Heb. 4:15) 

If she isn’t a Christian: “I can see how you think that the only thing that will make you happy is to do 
what you want to do. Living for yourself and what you want will never satisfy you. For the rest of your life, 
you will be called to obey authority. If you don’t learn this now, it will be hard for you for your entire life. 
And please know that there will be a day when you will obey God, and on that day your knee will bow 
and your tongue will confess that he is Lord. On that day it will be too late to try and obey, but you can 
turn to him today.”


If she is a Christian: “Do you know that you have Christ’s perfect record of always obeying? Do you see 
how amazing that is right this second? You don’t want to obey; your heart is actually set to disobey me. 
Even though you know you should obey, you have decided that what you want is more important than 
doing what God has called you to do. But here is the good news: Jesus Christ always obeyed his 
parents in your place. Can you imagine always knowing the best way to do things, knowing the easiest, 
smartest way to do everything, but then having to obey what someone else said? Jesus Christ 
submitted to his parents so that right now you would have his perfect record of obedience. He not only 
submitted to his parents who loved him, but he also submitted to the rulers of his age who hated him. It 
would be so hard to obey someone who hates you, and lies about you, and wants to kill you, especially 
if you knew he was completely wrong. But he did obey, he obeyed so that he could make you his child. 
He is the perfect Father to you, who always loves you and always wants what is best for you. He has put 
me in your life to protect and help you to learn to obey.”




4. PROVOKING OTHERS 

Management or Oversight (Rom. 1:32, 1 Cor. 13:6, Eph. 4:32, Phil 1:18-19)

Basic instructions for daily living: “You are being unkind right now. Please stop provoking your sister.”


Gospel Nurturing (Isa. 53:3-5)

Feeding his soul with grace: “I see that right now you are enjoying hurting your sister. You think your joy 
is going to come from controlling your sister’s emotions by making her angry. Jesus Christ was hurt for 
your sake. He was beaten and bruised so that your sin of unkindness could be forgiven. Please ask him 
to help you learn to love the way you have been loved.”


Gospel Training (Isa. 53:6-8, Matt. 20:28)

What Jesus has done: “The entire time Jesus was here on earth he was mistreated, hurt, and rejected so 
that he could show his amazing love to you. The way you are tempting your sister to sin in anger right 
now is the very sin that he had to die for.”


Gospel Correction (Matt. 27:27–31, Rom. 5:15–21) 

Correcting him when he doubts or forgets: “Right now you’re acting like Jesus’s love for you isn’t 
enough. By hurting your sister, you are saying that you need more than Jesus’s love to make you happy. 
You are saying that you need to control someone else to be happy. Do you know that Jesus was hurt so 
that you could be happy? There is only true happiness in his love for you—his love that caused him to 
hurt. When you see his remarkable love for you, you can love your sister even when you don’t feel like 
it.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (John 8:34–36, 10:15–17, Rom. 6:6, Gal. 5:13–25, Heb. 2:11, 1 John 3:16)

If he isn’t a Christian: “I can see that you are enjoying hurting your sister right now. You are enjoying the 
control you have over her. Please understand that the control you are enjoying will trap you. You will love 
trying to control people, you will love the power you have over people, you will love hurting people, and 
then one day you will see that you actually have no control at all. The most powerful one who ever 
existed will have control over how you spend eternity, and you will be called to account for every 
temptation to sin you placed before your sister. But you can turn to Jesus today.”


If he is a Christian: “Right now you are trying to control your sister by hurting her. You are enjoying the 
anger and pain she is experiencing. You are forgetting that God promises to control you with his love. 
Jesus Christ was hurt so that you could be loved. The people that were hurting him thought they were 
controlling what was going on. They thought they were taking his life from him. The Bible tells us that he 
was actually in control of his death. It says that he willingly laid his life down. Now we can be controlled 
by his love. Now he looks at you and sees a perfect record of always being loving and kind to everyone. 
He always loved his siblings perfectly. God sees Jesus’s perfect record of being a perfect brother. Jesus 
is your perfect brother, treating you with love and kindness. Please remember this and give up trying to 
hurt and control your sister.”




5. FIGHTING/ANGER 

Management or Oversight (James 4:2,4, 1 John 3:12)

Basic instructions for daily living: “You must stop fighting with your brother.”


Gospel Nurturing (Romans 12:10, 1 John 3:11-12, 4:11)

Feeding his soul with grace: “I understand that you are very angry with your brother right now. You are 
so angry that you are hurting him. You are not loving your brother the way you have been loved. Jesus 
Christ loved you and fought to win you. Because of his love for you, you can love your brother.”


Gospel Training (Luke 23:34, 39-43)

What Jesus has done: “When Jesus was on the cross, he had people screaming at him and insulting 
him, and trying to fight with him. Do you know how he responded to them? He loved them. He stayed on 
the cross and didn’t fight with them. In fact, he actually saved the soul of the one being punished next to 
him.”


Gospel Correction (Pss. 16:11, 21:5–6, 2 Cor. 4:17) 

Correcting him when he doubts or forgets: “When you fight with your friend, you are saying to God that 
whatever you are fighting over is more important than him and his love. If you are fighting to be heard, or 
to have someone tell you that you are right, or over a toy, or over being the best—whatever it is, it is truly 
nothing compared to the satisfaction that you can find in Christ. You are forgetting the real prize in this 
life. The real prize is knowing that you are loved by him.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Gen. 3:15, Prov. 1:16–19, Eccles. 4:8, Nah. 1:2, 1 Cor. 15:51–58) 

If he isn’t a Christian: “Right now you’re pouring out your anger on your friend by fighting with him. You 
are a little boy, and your anger and strength make you feel powerful, but your strength is small compared 
to the God who made and sustains the entire universe. Please know that he has promised to pour his 
anger out on those who hate him, and those who don’t turn to him to rescue them from this anger. You 
can turn to him today.”


If he is a Christian: “Do you know that the biggest fight in all of history has already been won? That was 
the fight that Jesus fought for you. He fought against Satan and he won. He conquered, completely 
defeated, Satan. He fought the fight to win your soul, and we should praise him for that. He gave his life 
during that fight; he had to die in order to win that fight. Remarkably, he did win. He died, and he won. 
The fight wasn’t just during his death on the cross; he fought his entire life. He fought against every 
temptation and every sin. Every time someone was mean to him, he fought to love. That is truly the 
hardest thing to fight to do. But you can fight to love others too; you can fight to love because he has 
loved you.”




6. COMPLAINING 

Management or Oversight (Num. 14:27, Ps. 106:25, 1 Cor. 10:10, Phil. 2:14)

Basic instructions for daily living: “Complaining about what we are having for dinner is inappropriate and 
unloving. Please stop talking now.”


Gospel Nurturing (Acts 4:24-28)

Feeding her soul with grace: “I know that you don’t like what is happening right now. I find my heart 
ungrateful and full of complaints all the time too. But you must remember what you have already been 
given. Jesus Christ is so much better than getting what you think you want right now. Please remember 
that every situation that comes into our lives is meant to make us more like Christ and to bring him glory. 
He submitted to God’s sovereign plan for you.”


Gospel Training (Matt. 11:25, Luke 10:21, John 11:41-42)

What Jesus has done: “Do you know that Jesus lived a life full of perfect gratitude? He knew 
that the happiest way to live was by remembering that God had every situation planned to 
bring God glory. Because Jesus went to the cross without complaint, he died for you without 
complaint; you can eat your dinner remember his amazing love for you.”


Gospel Correction (Gal. 3:9, Eph. 1:3) 

Correcting him when she doubts or forgets: “I know that all you can see right now is that you’re not 
getting what you want. I want to ask you to open your eyes to all that Christ has already given you. You 
have been blessed with every spiritual blessing; you have everything you need right this second.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Luke 12:15–21, 16:23–30, Rom. 6:23, Phil. 3:7–10, 4:18) 

If she isn’t a Christian: “The only thing that can bring you any sort of fading joy today is for you to get 
what you think you want. You could live your entire life trying to get what you want and becoming more 
and more unhappy when you don’t. I can promise you that whatever you want or get here on earth will 
never be enough. Your life will be spent running after something that doesn’t exist. There is no 
satisfaction without Christ; there is no joy without Christ. The only thing you will end up with is a pile of 
sin that has to be paid for. And please believe me when I say that someone will pay for your sin. But you 
can turn to him today.”


If she is a Christian: “There is no greater treasure than Christ. You want a different dinner? He is the most 
filling and delightful taste you will ever experience. You want new toys? He is the most exciting, 
enthralling pursuit you will ever know. You want people to treat you differently? He has poured out all his 
never-ending love on you. You already have what you are complaining that you don’t have. You actually 
have something better than what you are striving to get right now. Please stop and pray that you can see 
what is yours in Christ Jesus. I assure you, you won’t be disappointed.”




7. TALKING BACK 

Management or Oversight (Ex. 20:12, Rom 13:7)

Basic instructions for daily living: “I am going to ask you to stop talking back to me. You need to hear 
what I am going to say without interrupting.”


Gospel Nurturing (Ps. 71:5-6, Isa. 30:15, 32:17)

Feeding his soul with grace: “I can see that what you think you are trying to tell me is important. I need 
you to hear me when I say that you need to trust God to take care of you. He understands and knows 
what you want to say; he knows your heart. He hears every cry of his children, and he cares deeply 
about all that you think you need. I need you to be quiet and just listen.”


Gospel Training (Isa. 53:7, Acts 8:32, 1 Pet. 2:22-25)

What Jesus has done: “When Jesus Christ was before his accusers, before the people that hated him, 
he was quiet. The Bible says that he was like a lamb led to the slaughter. He didn’t fight to have his 
opinion heard, even though his opinion was the only one that really mattered. If you are in Christ, that 
record is yours. Because he went silently to the cross to bear your sin, you can trust him and listen 
quietly to what I am going to say.”


Gospel Correction (Pss. 19:14, 36:3, 5, 1 Tim. 6:17–18) 

Correcting him when he doubts or forgets: “I understand that you want to get your point across to me, 
but I am asking you to be quiet. I know I don’t see the situation perfectly, but God does. I am going to 
pray for wisdom, and I would like you to pray that you would trust God instead of your own opinion. 
Please don’t talk back to me anymore, but just listen and then do what I am asking. Our heavenly Father 
will give us both exactly what we need right now.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Prov. 3:5–6. Matt. 6:26) 

If he isn’t a Christian: “Trying to convince people that you are right and they are wrong is going to be a 
difficult way for you to live your life. Almost everyone out there tries to do the same thing. You will get 
better at arguing, but that won’t bring you the justification you are looking for. The justification you are 
looking for is found only in Christ. If you spend your life attempting to get it by your own effort, you will 
stand before a holy God with nothing but your sin, and your mouth will be closed then. But you can turn 
to him today.”


If he is a Christian: “Please trust your heavenly Father’s ability to take care of you in this situation. He has 
put me in your life to help you right now, and you must listen to what I have to say without interrupting. 
His care for you is so immense that he died to make you his son. Don’t trust in your ability to talk your 
way out of this situation; you don’t need to fight the situation. Please just trust that he will help us both 
as we try to work this out. God has given us both these circumstances so that we can learn not to rely 
on our own wisdom or ability to see everything clearly, but that we would rely on him to lead us. Let’s 
pray together that we may learn to be quiet and wait for his help.”




8. LAZINESS 

Management or Oversight (Prov. 12:24, 19:15, 2 Thess. 3:10) 

Basic instructions for daily living: “I have asked you to get off the couch and go clean your room. Please 
do that now.”


Gospel Nurturing (Matt. 26:36–45) 

Feeding her soul with grace: “I see that you don’t want to go and work right now. Please remember the 
incredibly difficult work Jesus did for you because he loves you. Please pray that he will help your heart 
to see that work and motivate you to do the work you are being asked to do now. Jesus is working even 
now for your benefit. He’s praying for you.”


Gospel Training (Ps. 22:1–2, Heb. 5:7–9) 

What Jesus has done: “The Bible tells us that Jesus wept great tears as he thought about the great work 
that he had to do on the cross. That work secured a position before his Father for you. What he went 
through on your behalf he had to do because of your love for comfort and your laziness. Please know his 
love for you is better than feeling comfortable right now.”


Gospel Correction (Matt. 11:28–30, John 19:17–18, Heb. 12:2) 

Correcting her when he doubts or forgets: “Please see that your desire to sit there will not bring you 
happiness. You believe that playing on the computer is going to bring you satisfaction. I promise you it 
won’t. The only thing that will bring you true rest is to see what has already been done for you. When you 
see what has been done for you, you can get up and do the work we are asking you to do.”


Rehearsing Gospel Promises (Eph. 4:17–28, Col. 3:5–6, Rev. 6:16) 

If she isn’t a Christian: “Your love of rest and relaxation are controlling you right now. It is honestly all you 
have to live for. Thinking that you deserve comfort will only cause you pain and anger for the rest of your 
life. God has promised to do the work of pouring out his wrath against those that love anything more 
than they love him. You will get exactly what you have earned on that last day. But you can turn to him 
today.”


If she is a Christian: “I am praying that you will see the futility in thinking that relaxation is what will bring 
you joy. You have been given something infinitely better than two hours of doing nothing. Jesus did 
everything for you so that at times when you are being asked to work and you don’t want to work, you 
will be able to see his perfect work for you. You will see that he performed the hardest most 
uncomfortable work that any human has ever had to perform. He gave up his perfect place of rest and 
happiness in heaven to come to earth and work every day at not giving in to sin. He then went to the 
cross and was obedient unto death so that your laziness and lack of love for others would be totally 
covered by his blood. The most difficult part of the work he did for you was being separated from his 
Father. Our sin placed on his back separated him from the thing that brought him the most joy. He went 
through that so that you never have to, so that in this time of bending your will to someone else’s you 
can remember you are not alone. He is praying for you; he walked this road before you. He understands 
how hard work is. He will help you.”


