
Pastor Ryan’s Notes From Member’s Meeting 03/20/18


Intro

• Meet someone you don’t know, ask them how you can pray for them, and do so. 


Announcements

• Crawfish Boil this Saturday (invite non-Christians)

• Men’s Training on Monday

• Good Friday & Easter next week

• Use invite cards & yard signs to engage non-Christians

• Joe Thorn teaching Saturday April 14th at The Paradox Church offices from 9:15-12:30 & 

preaching at Grace on Sunday, April 15th


Read Confession of Covenant Together 

As we trust we have been brought by divine grace to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
the influence of His Spirit to give ourselves up to Him, so we do most solemnly covenant with 
each other, that God enabling us: (John 1:11-12; Matt. 28:19-20)

• We will walk together in brotherly love (John 13:34-35);

• That we will exercise a Christian care and watchfulness over each other, and faithfully warn, 

rebuke, and admonish one another as the case shall require (2 Tim 2:15; 1 Cor. 5:1-2; Heb. 
3:12-14);


• That we will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, nor omit the great duty of 
prayer both for ourselves and for others; (Heb. 10:24-25; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; James 5:16)


• That we will participate in each other’s joys, and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to 
bear each other’s burdens and sorrows; (Gal. 6:2; James 2:14-17)


• That we will earnestly endeavor to bring up such as are or may be under our care in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord; (Titus 2:1-6; Deut. 6:4-7)


• That we will seek divine aid to enable us to walk watchfully in the world, denying ungodliness 
and every worldly lust; (Eph. 5:15-21; 1Pet. 2:11-12; 1 John 2:15-17)


• That we will strive together for the support of a faithful evangelical ministry among us; (Phil. 
1:27; 1Cor. 15:58)


• That we will endeavor by example and effort to win souls to Christ; (Acts 1:8; Matt. 4:19; 
5:12-16)


• And through life amidst evil report and good report seek to live to the glory of Him who has 
called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. (Col. 1:11-14; Gal. 1:1-5) 

Reminder of Our Vision and 2018 Goals


Vision


We’re here to make disciples and plant churches. To deliver the gospel message praying the 
Lord will save people–making new disciples and then baptizing them and shepherding them to 
membership and serving and in community and read the Bible and praying and confessing and 
repenting and sharing the gospel aka growing as disciples. So Make Disciples...


And plant churches. Sending a qualified leader with a clear vision with a team to another town 
or area to plant the gospel and start a family that makes disciples and plants churches.


Goals

1. Add 40 more members

2. Bring in first church planting resident

3. Train two other preachers beyond myself and Josh Oakley




4. Continue to develop elders and deacons

5. Launch 8 More Community Groups

6. Implement robust CG coaching structure to care for and guide our CG leaders (summer 

project)

7. Hold two big baptism celebrations at the Benbrook Stables (April 29th)

8. Hire another staff member to equip the saints for the work of the ministry

9. Execute evangelism trainings, seasons of prayer, and specific outreaches 

Now the next section we’ll be walking through these goals and giving updates, teaching 
a bit, and asking questions. 

1. Add 40 more members 

Acknowledge new members

• Shelbie Miller

• Addie Durbin

• Tim & Jamie Allen

• Matt & Julie Kelton 

No longer members

• James & Cortni Logalbo


Total members: 74

• 3 more as of this coming Monday Lucas & Natalie Shipman, Mark Driggers

• 11 adults in process (either wrestling with membership, need to finish work, or Nate & Mandy 

Wood just need to be interviewed)

• 17 adults just went through spring membership class


- Ray & Cheryl Anderson

- Joel Baxter

- Alan & Candi Landrum

- Matthew & Kristina McDaniels

- Jonathan & Julie McGraw

- Peter & Kang Samuelson 

- Blane Towery & Lindsey Sisco

- Matt & Codye Weaver

- David & Laurel West 

Time to honor one another 


One of the pastors I look up to, Ray Ortlund, talks of building a gospel culture into your church 
and one way of doing that is honoring one another. As Romans 12:10 says, “Outdo one 
another in showing honor.” So this is competitive but everybody wins. Who wants to honor 
another openly and sincerely? I’d like to go first.


• Matt & Julie Kelton being patient and gracious while not being in a Community Group yet.

• Danielle Fowler leading the Ministry Safe process.


Who’s next? Someone you would like to honor?


2. Bring in first church planting resident 



Matt Weaver is going through a residency training with The Paradox Church and Tarrant Baptist 
Association. Every Tuesday afternoon from 1-4pm. And a few retreats. Hopefully he can start 
giving us one day a week to get more hands on ministry experience in our church.


 3. Train two other preachers 

We’re going to walk through Colossians this summer in 8 Sundays. And in that I’ll preach once 
and other guys like Matt Weaver will be preaching the rest.  


4. Launch 8 More Community Groups 

2 new official groups launching in next three months

2 unofficial groups start in next month or so until leaders are ready (Aledo & Crowley)


My big summer project is to create and implement robust coaching structure for our CG 
leaders. I don’t want to start any more new groups in the fall if we don’t have coaches in place 
to love, serve, and help our Community Group leaders. 


Walk through our Community Groups One Page


Community Groups 

The Mission
 
Grace Church exists to make disciples and plant churches by proclaiming and displaying the 
grace of God to sinners and sufferers. One way we will do this is by organizing in smaller 
gatherings and groups. Humans long for deep friendships. We are made for community as 
image-bearers of God. We are persons-in-relationship because we were created by a God who 
has always existed as three persons in one. The Christian God is Trinitarian. God himself is in 
community. Or more accurately, God is community: one God, three persons. Christians are 
saved to community and grow in community—the communal life of the church.
 
Community Groups join this mission with the aim to cultivate deep friendships, create a context 
for discipleship, provide care, and extend the mission of the church. They are a context for 
growing together in the gospel and living out the “one-anothers” of Scripture. 
 
The Wins
 
Gospel-Centered Discipleship: We do not see the gospel as just the entrance but the path we 
are to walk every day of the Christian life. We believe it is not just the means of our justification, 
but the means of our transformation. We believe it is not simply deliverance from sin’s penalty, 
but release from sin’s power. We apply the gospel to one another and ourselves in everyday life 
(e.g. pride, condemnation, approval, guilt, hopeless, etc.) and we practice the means of grace 
(i.e. Scripture reading, prayer, confession and repentance) in our group gatherings stirring one 
another to treasure Jesus.
 
Culture of Grace: Our community is authentic, gritty, and raw. We meet in homes and celebrate 
life with good food and good laughs. We stir one another up to love and good deeds. We don’t 
hide our sin and suffering but honestly expose it. We respond to one another in prayer and 
gentleness pointing one another to Jesus. We walk intimately with one another in our sin and 

http://www.gracebenbrook.com/blog/the-one-anothers-of-scripture


suffering. We are transparent, not superficial; brothers and sisters, not acquaintances; known 
and loved, not disconnected and lonely.
 
Family Worship: We equip our parents in gospel-centered parenting and incorporate family 
worship into our Community Group gatherings. Our groups live as families and love one 
another’s children through teaching, helping, and encouraging.
 
Compelling Community: By our love for each other we make visible the love of our invisible 
God. Our Community Groups are an apologetic of the gospel to the non-Christians around us. 
We bless the greater community (Benbrook) we are a part of, not by railing against it from the 
outside but by loving it from the inside. We care for orphans (and poor) and widows (and single 
moms) like Jesus.

Look to launch Redemption Groups in Spring 2019


5. Hold two big baptism celebrations at the Benbrook Stables  

First one is April 29th.

We have two people prepared to be baptized thus far: Cody Bertram & Natalie Shipman

Pray for more.


6. Hire another staff member to equip the saints for the work of the ministry 

A man in the job interview process for Music & Executive role. He has around 15 years of 
ministry experience. Has been around church planting. Is in our network. Kaylan and I have had 
lunch with him and his wife. Advisory board and I are going to have dinner with him this 
Sunday. Then two more interviews after that. Please pray. If this is what the Lord is doing then 
his potential start date is May or June.


7. Giving 

• Regular, sacrificial, and cheerful

• Via ACH and not debt/credit card because of fees

• Averaged 26,607.42 monthly from December to February

• Able to give Omni Fellowship $5,000 to help them with cost of moving to Sunday mornings


Before we move to talking about evangelism what questions do you have thus far? 


8. Execute evangelism trainings, seasons of prayer, and specific outreaches 

Doing it right now. 

Evangelism equipping at men’s and women’s monthly training.

Space to have non-christians over for dinner.

Praying for people by name.

Inviting people to crawfish boil on Saturday and Good Friday and Easter next weekend.

Men’s training has an email thread going right now of stories of evangelism which is quite 
encouraging.


Time Of Prayer

http://www.gracebenbrook.com/blog/what-works-for-us-and-might-work-for-you-in-family-worship
http://www.gracebenbrook.com/blog/what-works-for-us-and-might-work-for-you-in-family-worship


• Space for prophecy, tongues, and healing (1 Corinthians 12-14; 14:1-3)
• Pray for vision and goals
• Pray for those experiencing spiritual warfare (1 Peter 5:6-9)
• Pray for healing (Matthew 9:35, 1 Corinthians 12:9)
• Pray for love and boldness to share the gospel and for Jesus to save our friends, family, 

coworkers, and neighbors (Acts 2:47, 4:29-31, 6:7)


