
  

Membership Class — Week 1





WHAT IS A CHURCH?

Being in Texas, the Metroplex specifically, we refuse to assume people have a clear definition of a local 
church. A local church is “a group of Christians who regularly gather in Christ’s name to officially affirm 
and oversee one another’s membership in Jesus Christ and his kingdom through gospel preaching and 
gospel ordinances.”

“A local church is a covenanted community of regenerated believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord. In 
obedience to Scripture this community organizes under qualified leadership, gathers regularly for 
preaching and worship, observes the biblical sacraments (ordinances) of baptism and communion, is 
unified by the Spirit, is disciplined for holiness, and scatters to fulfill the Great Commandment and the 
Great Commission as missionaries to the world for God’s glory and their joy.”

WHY JOIN A CHURCH? 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:27) 

God’s vision for you is to make you more like Jesus. At the same time, God has a vision for the church—
in fact his vision for you and his vision for the church are inseparable. His vision for the church is clear: 
“[The] building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ...grow[ing] up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love” (Eph 4:12-13, 15-16). 

What we see in the Scriptures is that God’s vision for us and for the church as a whole happen inter-
dependently—the one can’t happen without the other! 

Formal church membership is not popular today. Christians love to have community with one another, but 
membership sounds like something for a country club. People don’t like to feel as if they’re trapped by 
their commitments. They think, “I’m already committed to the church, why do I need to become a 
member?” I would like to argue that not only is church membership biblical, but it has benefits for 
Christians and their growth. 

New Testament metaphors of the church make no sense without formal partnership. Acts 20:28 refers to 
a local congregation as a flock of sheep. A flock is made up of specific sheep. 1 Peter 2:5 likens the 
church to a building. A building is made up of distinct, individual bricks. In fact, the word “members” is 
actually used in Paul’s extended metaphor of the church as a body in 1 Corinthians 12-14. A body is a 
specific, local organism. So, Paul here is talking about Christians as members of a local church body. For 
a church to function like a body, it needs to be clear who is a member and who isn’t. 

Church discipline requires church membership. In 1 Corinthians 5 Paul declares that Christians should 
judge those inside the church, and expel those who refuse to repent. To formally exclude someone, you 
must first formally include them. The same applies to Jesus’ words concerning discipline in Matthew 18. 
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 2:6 that a Christian has been punished by “the majority.” For there to be a 
majority, you have to have a definite set of people in which the majority is included. 

Joining a church helps the pastors to be effective shepherds. Hebrews 13:17 tells us our pastors are 
tasked with “keeping watch over [our] souls” and that they are going to have to give an account to God for 
that. us, becoming a church member is a great act of love and submission to our pastors because it 
enables them to know very clearly for whom they are accountable. 
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Church membership provides visible commitment to Christ. In the same way that a wedding covenant 
displays a higher and better level of commitment than just “shacking up,” so formal membership provides 
a more visible commitment to Christ. 

Membership allows for greater fellowship and accountability. Mark Dever writes, “By identifying ourselves 
with a particular church, we let the pastors and other members of that local church know that we intend to 
be committed in attendance, giving, prayer, and service. We allow fellow believers to have great 
expectations of us in these areas, and we make it known that we are the responsibility of this local 
church.” 

God’s Mission, God’s Church 

The reality is that unless you are a committed member of God’s church you cannot be fully committed to 
God or His mission. Why? Because the local church is the plan of God to carry out His mission. God’s 
mission is to make His glory known, in magnifying Jesus, to the ends of the earth—and He made the 
church to carry it out: 

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all . . . So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit . . . so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:22-23, 
2:19-22, 3:10)

Simply, covenant membership in the church is a body of believers saying, “We need to do 
this together.”

THE GOSPEL 

"For I resolved to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified." 1 Corinthians 2:2 

"The truth of the gospel is the principle article of all Christian doctrine. Most necessary is that we 
know this article well, teach it to others, and beat it into their heads continually." - Martin Luther, 
Preface to Galatians 

“A local church is healthy to the degree that: 1) its pastors are able to accurately, effectively and 
broadly bring the gospel to bear specifically into the real lives of the people; and 2) its people have a 
deep personal understanding of and a deep personal appreciation for the gospel so as to be able to 
live in the good of the gospel daily.” - Mike Bullmore  

The Christian message, or Gospel, has largely been hijacked and redefined by American evangelicalism. 
What once was a beautiful term with a paradox of simplicity and depth, has, in many ways, now been 
rendered impotent—robbed of its power to save and transform. A great enemy to the Gospel in Benbrook 
is religion. 

Tim Keller has wonderfully juxtaposed the very slight, yet profound differences between the two. The 
following is an adaptation. 

• Religion says that if we obey God, He will love us. The gospel says that God has loved us through 
Jesus so we want and can obey. 
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• Religion says that the world is filled with good people and bad people. The gospel says that the world 
is filled with bad people who are either repentant or unrepentant. 

• The goal of religion is to get from God such things as health, wealth, insight, power, and control. The 
goal of the gospel is not the gifts God gives, but rather God as the gift-given to us by grace. 

• Religion is about what I have to do. The gospel is about what I get to do.
• Religion sees hardship in life as God’s wrath. The gospel sees hardship in life as God’s  grace that 

makes us dependent on Him. Religion is about me. Thee gospel is about Jesus. 
• Religion leads to an uncertainty about my standing before God because I never know if I have done 

enough to please God. The gospel leads to a certainty about my standing before God because of the 
work of Jesus on the cross. 

• Religion ends in either pride (because I think I am better than other people) or despair (because I 
continually fall short of God’s commands). The gospel ends in humble and confident joy because of 
the power of Jesus at work for me, in me, through me, and sometimes in spite of me.

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

Our starting point in thinking through what our church should be like must be informed by the gospel: both 
the power and purpose of the Gospel. 

Two Gospel Perspectives 

The Gospel can be stated both thematically and as a story; as personal salvation and as God's 
redemptive work in history. Or as Matt Chandler has called it, "the gospel in the air and the gospel on the 
ground." Each one is necessary and leads to a different way of seeing the gospel.
 
Gospel on the Ground — the means of salvation – The Gospel Power 

G O D — S I N — J E S U S — F A I T H 

In this case, the Good News is that God, in and through the work of Jesus Christ and the power of His 
Spirit, accepts us, empowers us and is changing us. 

We have been saved from the penalty of sin, are being saved from the power of sin and will be saved 
from the presence of sin because of God’s power and work, not our own. We have been saved by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Jesus’ accomplishment on the cross alone. (Ephesians 2:8-9; Colossians 
1:27-29; 2:6-7; Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Peter 1:3-5) 

The bad news is that there is nothing we can offer God for Him to accept us. The Good News is that the 
Father offers His Son as a sacrifice for us, in love, that He might accept us on the basis of Jesus’ 
righteousness—imputed, gifted, and granted to us by the Holy Spirit. Martin Luther called it the “Great 
Exchange.” We are justified, we have meaning, we have a relationship with God because of the Gospel 
alone. Salvation then is: 

• Appointed by the Father, who predestines us, in love, for adoption as children of God (Eph 1:4-5, 
Rom 8:15-16). 

• Accomplished by the Son, who ransoms us, purchases our pardon as a substitutionary atoning 
sacrifice (1 Cor 15:3, Mark 10:45). 

• Applied by the Spirit, who regenerates, or gives us a new heart, new life, makes us born again (John 
3:5-8, Titus 3:5). 

REFLECTION  
What are ways you falsely justify your life, your significance, your worth, or your value? (through your 
morality? your job? your family/children? your knowledge? your status?) 
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Gospel in the Air — the reason for salvation — The Gospel Purpose 

C R E A T I O N —> F A L L  —> R E D E M P T I O N  —> R E S T O R AT I O N 

In this case, the Good News is that God sent his Son to redeem the world and create a new humanity. 
Eventually the whole world will be renewed. Death, decay, injustice, and suffering will all be removed. 
God is saving a people and sending them out for His Mission so that Christ will be glorified in all things. 
The Church has been saved by God’s work for God’s work (Ephesians 1, 2:10,14-22; 2 Corinthians 
5:15-21; Revelation 21). 

The Gospel is not just about my individual happiness or God’s plan for my life. It is about God’s Glory and 
His plan for the world. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 
1:5). Jesus came to push back darkness and calls His Church to the same mission (John 17:18). The 
people of God are participating within God’s redemptive plan by being a display to the world, offering a 
foretaste of what the future will be like under King Jesus (Jeremiah 29; Matthew 5:3-16; Luke 6:20-36; 1 
Peter 2:9-12). 

REFLECTION  
What do you need to repent of in order to be faithful to God’s calling to participate in God’s redemptive 
plan? (comfort? materialism? work/family idolatry? laziness? indifference?) 

We Need Both Gospel Perspectives
 
We must know the Gospel Power and the Gospel Purpose. 
If we only focus on the Gospel Power, but do not know the Gospel Purpose, we will tend toward a Gospel 
that is only about saving individuals and miss the mission of the Gospel. In this case, the Gospel is all 
about us. 

If we only focus on the Gospel Purpose, but miss the Gospel Power (the work of God in Jesus Christ to 
save), we will tend toward doing good works and acts of service without the power of God. We believe it 
is up to us to change the world and we become more acceptable and significant to God by doing more. In 
this case, the mission of the Gospel is now dependent upon us. 

JESUS IS THE GOSPEL  

The Gospel, in essence, is the Person and Work of Jesus—His sinless life; His wrath- absorbing, grace-
filled death on the cross. Through faith in Him you are justified before God (Rom 5:10-11, Acts 16:31, 
Titus 3:5-6) and made a new creation to worship Jesus (2 Cor 5:17-21, 1 Pet 1:3, Eph 4:20-24). As you 
worship Jesus and make your life His mission you become more like Him (2 Cor 3:18, Rom 6:17-18). One 
day Jesus will come back "and we will be like Him because we see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2). 

APPLYING THE GOSPEL - GOSPEL CENTRALITY 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very 
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. (2 Peter 1:3-4). 

Many Christians have compartmentalized their faith and relegated it to just a Sunday morning and maybe 
a mid-week bible study. It’s important to their life, but not everything. At best, their faith serves as an 
accountability tool for morality. The truth is, the Gospel informs all of our life. Our identity and 
righteousness found in the person and work of Jesus changes everything about what we do, say, think, 
and feel; it affects and speaks into our work, money, relationships, time, and even our play. 
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Applying the gospel is about embracing “[truths] that conform to the glorious gospel” (1 Tim 1:10-11) and 
preaching that Gospel to yourself (and others). “Behind every sin is an idol and behind every idol a 
disbelief in the gospel." We want you to fight to believe the gospel. Our hope is not for you to have an 
inner-monologue but by proclaiming the gospel to yourself (and others) you turn from your sin and to 
Jesus in prayer, worship and joy. 

• When you turn to either self-esteem (pride) or poor self-worth (despair), preach the gospel to yourself 
that you are now chosen by God in Christ. (Jesus secured your Election, Ephesians 1:3-6) 

• When you believe/feel you are dirty or condemned, preach the gospel to yourself that you are now 
forgiven and washed clean by God in Christ. (Jesus is your Propitiation & Expiation, Romans 3:23-26, 
5:9, 8:1; 1 John 1:7-9, 4:10) 

• When you believe you are rejected by God, or concerned with the rejection of man, preach the gospel 
to yourself that God in Christ now accepts you. You are declared not guilty, accepted in Jesus. (Jesus 
is your Justification, Romans 3:24, 5:1, 9) 

• When you think you are unloved or are seeking the love of another in an idolatrous way, preach the 
gospel to yourself that God in Christ has adopted you, and loves you as your Father. (Jesus secured 
your Adoption, Romans 8:15, Ephesians 1:5) 

• When you feel entrapped by darkness and accused by the enemy, preach the gospel to yourself that 
God has made you more than a conqueror in Christ. (Jesus is your Victory, Col. 2:13-15, Rom. 
8:35-39) 

• When you believe you are spiritually powerless to change (“I can’t help it!”), preach the gospel to 
yourself that God has made you spiritually alive in Christ. (Jesus secured your Regeneration, Titus 
3:5)

• When you think you are in bondage to sin (“Its just the way I am”), preach the gospel to yourself that 
God has delivered you from sin’s pow- er in Christ and given you his Spirit. (Jesus is your 
Redemption, Romans 3:24; Ephesians 1:7)

• When you believe you are without hope, preach the gospel to yourself that all things will be restored 
by God in Christ. (Jesus secured your Glorification, Romans 8:30)

• When you believe you must beat yourself up (self-atone) for you sin, preach the gospel to yourself 
that Jesus has already been beaten for you. By Jesus’ stripes you are healed. (Jesus is your 
Passover Lamb, Isa. 53:4- 6; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 

• When you believe your right standing before God is based on your performance, preach the gospel to 
yourself that Jesus has taken your filthy rags (your righteousness) and given you his righteousness. 
(Jesus is your Gift-Righteousness, 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 3:21-22, 4:4-5)

• When your lust says “long for what you cannot have and you will be happy.” Listen to your Jesus who 
says, “rejoice in what you do have, in me, and you will be truly happy.”

• When your vanity says, “perform beautifully and you will have value.” Listen to your Jesus who says, 
“I performed beautifully for you; therefore you have never-ending value.”

OUR DISTINCTIVES 

Grace Church stands in the historic confessions and traditions of a bible-believing, Jesus-worshiping 
church. “Close-handed” doctrinal beliefs such as the Triune God or Jesus is both God and man or 
Salvation is through faith alone by grace alone in Jesus alone are pillars any Gospel-holding church must 
hold to.

However, “open-handed” beliefs—theological distinctives—also describe us. Below are a few ways in 
which God has called Grace Church to uniquely look. We are a Baptist church, but first we are Jesus’ 
church, and we don’t just fit neatly into a denominational or theological box. Our biblical convictions trump 
what is popular in culture or, perhaps, what is the “norm” for any particular denomination or network of 
churches. In these, we don’t necessarily see ourselves as “better” than other churches that might 
disagree, only that we are trying to be faithful to that which God has called us.
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Gospel centrality in all of life

We believe the Gospel is the good news of what God has graciously accomplished for sinners through 
the sinless life, sacrificial death, and bodily resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ—namely our forgiveness 
from sin and complete justification before God. This Gospel is also the foundation for our confidence in 
the ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom, and the restoration of all things in the new heavens and new 
earth.

This Gospel is centered in Jesus, is the foundation for the life of the church, and is our only hope for 
eternal life; this Gospel is not proclaimed if Christ’s penal substitutionary death and bodily resurrection are 
not central to our message.

This Gospel is not only the means by which people are saved, but also the truth and power by which 
people experience true life change; it is the truth of the Gospel that enables us to genuinely and joyfully 
do what is pleasing to God and to grow in progressive conformity to the image of Christ.

The salvation offered in this Gospel message is received by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ 
alone; no ordinance, ritual, work, or any other activity on the part of man is required in order to be saved.

(Mark 1:1; Luke 24:46-47; John 3:16-18; Romans 1:16-17; Romans 1:18-25; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 
1:18-25; 2:2; 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; 9:13; Galatians 1:6-9; Ephesians 1: 7-10; Colossians 1: 19-20; 2 
Timothy 1:8-14; 2 Peter 3: 11-13 Jude 3-4; Revelation 21:1-22:21)

The sovereignty of God in saving sinners

We affirm that God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, not on the basis of foreseen 
faith but unconditionally, according to his sovereign good pleasure and will.

We believe that through the work of the Holy Spirit, God will draw the elect to faith in his Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, graciously and effectually overcoming their stubborn resistance to the Gospel so that they 
will most assuredly and willingly believe.

We also believe that these men, women, and children, the elect of God whom he gave to the Son, will 
persevere in belief and godly behavior and be kept secure in their salvation by grace through faith.

We believe that God’s sovereignty in this salvation neither diminishes the responsibility of people to 
respond to the Gospel call nor marginalizes the necessity and power of prayer and evangelism, but rather 
reinforces and establishes them as the ordained means by which God accomplishes his saving work.

(John 1:12-13; 6:37-44; 10:25-30; Acts 13:48; 16:30-31; Romans 3:1-4:25; 8:1-17,31-39; 9:1-23; 10:8-10; 
Ephesians 1:4-5; 2:8-10; Philippians 2:12-13; Titus 3:3-7; 1 John 1:7,9)

The work of the Holy Spirit for life and ministry

The Holy Spirit is fully God, equal with the Father and Son, whose primary ministry is to glorify the Lord 
Jesus Christ; he also convicts unbelievers of their need for Christ and imparts spiritual life through 
regeneration (the new birth).

The Spirit permanently indwells, graciously sanctifies, lovingly leads, and empowers all who are brought 
to faith in Christ so that they might live in obedience to the inerrant Scriptures.

The model for our reliance upon the Spirit and our experience of his indwelling and empowering presence 
is the Lord Jesus Christ himself who was filled with the Spirit and entirely dependent upon his power for 
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the performance of miracles, the preaching of the kingdom of God, and all other dimensions of his earthly 
ministry.

The Holy Spirit who indwelt and empowered Christ in like manner indwells and empowers us through 
spiritual gifts he has bestowed for the work of ministry and the building up of the body of Christ.

Additionally, we are continuationists, who believe that all of the gifts of the Spirit are still operating in the 
church including prophecy, miracles, tongues, and healings. We joyfully receive whatever gifts God gives 
us, we earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, seek to not despise them even though they have been abused, 
and humbly strive to grow in the fullness of all that God has for his church as we seek the Giver and not 
ultimately the gifts.

(Matthew 3:11; 12:28; Luke 4:1, 14; 5:17; 10:21; John 1:12-13; 3:1-15, 34; 14:12; 15:26-27; 16:7-15; Acts 
2:14-21; 4:29-30; 10:38; Romans 8:9; 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-13; 12:28-31; 14:1-33; 2 Corinthians 
1:21-22; Galatians 3:1-5; Ephesians 1:13-14; 5:18)

The equality of male and female and the principle of male servant leadership

Both men and women are together created in the divine image and are therefore equal before God as 
persons, possessing the same moral dignity and value, and have equal access to God through faith in 
Christ. Men and women are together the recipients of spiritual gifts designed to equip them for our 
spiritual battle and empower them for ministry in the local church and beyond. Therefore, women are to 
be encouraged, equipped, and empowered to utilize their gifting in ministry, in service to the body of 
Christ, and through teaching in ways that are consistent with the Word of God.

Both husbands and wives are responsible to God for spiritual nurture and vitality in the home, but God 
has given to the man primary responsibility to lead his wife and family in accordance with the servant-
leadership and sacrificial love characterized by Jesus Christ. This principle of male headship should not 
be confused with, nor give any hint of, domineering control. Rather, it is to be the loving, tender and 
nurturing care of a godly man who is himself under the kind and gentle authority of the elders of the 
church and ultimately Jesus Christ.

The elders/pastors have been granted authority under the headship of Jesus Christ to provide oversight 
and to teach/preach the Word of God in the corporate assembly for the building up of the body. The Office 
of Elder is restricted to men.

(Genesis 1:26-27; 2:18; Acts 18:24-26; 1 Corinthians 11:2-16; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 5:22-33; 
Colossians 3:18-19; 1 Timothy 2:11-15; 3:1-7; Titus 2:3-5; 1 Peter 3:1-7)

The mission of God has a church

Everything that we do will be to serve the mission of God. God’s mission is for His glory to be revealed 
through the work of Jesus in the Gospel. Thus, our mission is to proclaim and live out the Gospel in such 
a way that Jesus is glorified. 

In recent past the church has seen herself as an institution with programs and events that hopefully 
attract non-Christians into the “church“. However, the missional church sees herself as a body of Spirit-led 
and Spirit-enabled people on mission, sent by God into the culture/city they have been called to. As “sent 
ones”, every Christian intentionally seeks to love and serve their neighbors, co-workers, friends, and 
family with the Gospel. The missional church sees every believer as an embodiment of Christ in the city 
or community they are in. 
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God’s people are to continually take the Gospel of Jesus into their culture – forging friendships out of 
love, not as a project, inviting them into their lives and homes, usually before inviting them into their 
church.

REFLECTION  
Do you find yourself emphasizing something else besides Jesus in regards to the church or spiritual 
matters? (morality, place for community, missions, theology, politics, etc) 
What is your biggest struggle with the sovereignty of God in saving sinners as we have briefly stated?  
Does the teaching of male and female roles comfort you? Rub you the wrong way?
Have you thought of yourself as a “sent one” before? Do you understand the distinction in being a 
missional church?

 
CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT

THE TRI-UNE GOD

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is infinitely perfect both 
in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, and is therefore worthy 
to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows the end from 
the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings about his eternal 
good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen creation, to the praise of his glorious 
grace.
 
REVELATION

God has graciously disclosed his existence and power in the created order, and has supremely revealed 
himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate Word. Moreover, this God is a 
speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed himself in human words: we believe that God 
has inspired the words preserved in the Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, 
which are both record and means of his saving work in the world. These writings alone constitute the 
verbally inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative and without error in the original writings, 
complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all that God requires us to believe and do, 
and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge to which it speaks. We confess that both our 
finitude and our sinfulness preclude the possibility of knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but we affirm that, 
enlightened by the Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth truly. The Bible is to be believed, as 
God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it requires; and trusted, as 
God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people hear, believe, and do the Word, they are equipped 
as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.
 
CREATION OF HUMANITY

We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and Eve belonged 
to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as God’s agents to care for, 
manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship with their Maker. Men and women, 
equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and are both called 
to move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement in family, church, 
and civic life. Adam and Eve were made to complement each other in a one-flesh union that establishes 
the only normative pattern of sexual relations for men and women, such that marriage ultimately serves 
as a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God’s wise purposes, men and women are not 
simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in mutually enriching ways. God ordains 
that they assume distinctive roles which reflect the loving relationship between Christ and the church, the 
husband exercising headship in a way that displays the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife 
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submitting to her husband in a way that models the love of the church for her Lord. In the ministry of the 
church, both men and women are encouraged to serve Christ and to be developed to their full potential in 
the manifold ministries of the people of God. The distinctive leadership role within the church given to 
qualified men is grounded in creation, fall, and redemption and must not be sidelined by appeals to 
cultural developments.
 
THE FALL 

We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited his original 
blessedness—for himself and all his progeny—by falling into sin through Satan’s temptation. As a result, 
all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their being (e.g., physically, 
mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned finally and irrevocably to death—apart from 
God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all human beings is to be reconciled to the God 
under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the only hope of all human beings is the undeserved love of 
this same God, who alone can rescue us and restore us to himself.
 
THE PLAN OF GOD 

We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty sinners from 
every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them and chose them. We 
believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one day 
glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all people to 
repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained Christ to be 
their Redeemer.
 
THE GOSPEL 

We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. Utter folly to the world, 
even though it is the power of God to those who are being saved, this good news is christological, 
centering on the cross and resurrection: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the 
authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not central (the message is: 
“Christ died for our sins . . . [and] was raised”). This good news is biblical (his death and resurrection are 
according to the Scriptures), theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to God), 
historical (if the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and we are to 
be pitied more than all others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and transmitted by the apostles, 
who were witnesses of these saving events), and intensely personal (where it is received, believed, and 
held firmly, individual persons are saved).
 
THE REDEMPTION OF CHRIST 

We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became human: the Word 
became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two natures. The man Jesus, the promised 
Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was born of the 
virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed miraculous signs, was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and ascended into heaven. As 
the mediatorial King, he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, exercising in heaven and on earth 
all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest and righteous Advocate. We believe that by his 
incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ acted as our representative and 
substitute. He did this so that in him we might become the righteousness of God: on the cross he 
canceled sin, propitiated God, and, by bearing the full penalty of our sins, reconciled to God all those who 
believe. By his resurrection Christ Jesus was vindicated by his Father, broke the power of death and 
defeated Satan who once had power over it, and brought everlasting life to all his people; by his 
ascension he has been forever exalted as Lord and has prepared a place for us to be with him. We 
believe that salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we 
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must be saved. Because God chose the lowly things of this world, the despised things, the things that are 
not, to nullify the things that are, no human being can ever boast before him—Christ Jesus has become 
for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.
 
THE JUSTIFICATION OF SINNERS 

We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those who are 
justified. By his sacrifice, he bore in our stead the punishment due us for our sins, making a proper, real, 
and full satisfaction to God’s justice on our behalf. By his perfect obedience he satisfied the just demands 
of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is credited to all who trust in Christ alone 
for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, and his obedience and 
punishment were accepted in place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, this justification is solely 
of free grace, in order that both the exact justice and the rich grace of God might be glorified in the 
justification of sinners. We believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows from this free 
justification.
 
THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is applied to his 
people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and, as the other Paraclete, is present with and in believers. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment, and by his powerful and mysterious work regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening 
them to repentance and faith, and in him they are baptized into union with the Lord Jesus, such that they 
are justified before God by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit's agency, 
believers are renewed, sanctified, and adopted into God's family; they participate in the divine nature and 
receive his sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the down payment of the promised 
inheritance, and in this age indwells, guides, instructs, equips, revives, and empowers believers for 
Christ-like living and service.
 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ by faith and 
through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight in the blessings of the new 
covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation that awakens a desire to glorify, trust, and 
obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be revealed. Good works constitute indispensable 
evidence of saving grace. Living as salt in a world that is decaying and light in a world that is dark, 
believers should neither withdraw into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it: 
rather, we are to do good to the city, for all the glory and honor of the nations is to be offered up to the 
living God. Recognizing whose created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we 
are to love our neighbors as ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to the household 
of God. The kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is the exercise of God’s sovereignty in 
the world toward the eventual redemption of all creation. The kingdom of God is an invasive power that 
plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and regenerates and renovates through repentance and faith the lives of 
individuals rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a new community of human life 
together under God.
 
GOD’S NEW PEOPLE 

We believe that God’s new covenant people have already come to the heavenly Jerusalem; they are 
already seated with Christ in the heavenlies. This universal church is manifest in local churches of which 
Christ is the only Head; thus each “local church” is, in fact, the church, the household of God, the 
assembly of the living God, and the pillar and foundation of the truth. The church is the body of Christ, the 
apple of his eye, graven on his hands, and he has pledged himself to her forever. The church is 
distinguished by her gospel message, her sacred ordinances, her discipline, her great mission, and, 
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above all, by her love for God, and by her members’ love for one another and for the world. Crucially, this 
gospel we cherish has both personal and corporate dimensions, neither of which may properly be 
overlooked. Christ Jesus is our peace: he has not only brought about peace with God, but also peace 
between alienated peoples. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity, thus making peace, 
and in one body to reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God through the cross, by which he put to death 
their hostility. The church serves as a sign of God’s future new world when its members live for the 
service of one another and their neighbors, rather than for self-focus. The church is the corporate dwelling 
place of God’s Spirit, and the continuing witness to God in the world.
 
BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper (communion) are ordained by the Lord Jesus himself. The 
former is connected with entrance into the new covenant community, the latter with ongoing covenant 
renewal. Together they are simultaneously God’s pledge to us, divinely ordained means of grace, our 
public vows of submission to the once crucified and now resurrected Christ, and anticipations of his return 
and of the consummation of all things.
 
THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS 

We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his holy angels, when 
he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be consummated. We believe in the bodily 
resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the unjust to judgment and eternal conscious punishment in 
hell, as our Lord himself taught, and the just to eternal blessedness in the presence of him who sits on the 
throne and of the Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the home of righteousness. On that day 
the church will be presented faultless before God by the obedience, suffering and triumph of Christ, all sin 
purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be all in all and his people will be enthralled by 
the immediacy of his ineffable holiness, and everything will be to the praise of his glorious grace.
 
[These Foundation Documents were adopted by the Council of The Gospel Coalition on May 22, 2007, 
and revised on April 12, 2011. Used by permission of The Gospel Coalition (thegospelcoalition.org), 
Deerfield, IL 60015.]

We also provide the following doctrinal affirmations as a summary of our convictions. However, in keeping 
with the introduction to the Baptist Faith & Message 2000 we affirm that “the sole authority for faith and 
practice among Baptists is the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Confessions are only guides in 
interpretation, having no authority over the conscience.”

• The Ligonier Statement on Christology
• The Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy
• The Danvers Statement on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood
• The Abstract of Principles 1858
• Baptist Faith & Message 2000
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http://christologystatement.com/
http://www.gracebenbrook.com/s/chicago-statement.pdf
http://www.cbmw.org/Resources/Articles/The-Danvers-Statement
http://www.gracebenbrook.com/s/the-abstract-of-principles.pdf
http://www.gracebenbrook.com/s/baptist-faith-message-2000.pdf



